Trump: a confluence of tipping points?
Dramatic change can suddenly happen when there is a confluence of factors reaching a 'tipping point' -the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 is an example. As climate change and societal change both move towards tipping points, the crisis prompted by the election of US President Donald Trump could open the door to a transformational shift.
Climate change and other biophysical factors, including the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem Furthermore, the increasing focus on the business case for funding schemes forces researchers to follow short-term strategies that might give an immediate return on investment. A growing mission of universities is to nurture entrepreneurship, encouraging researchers to determine key questions and apply scientific outputs. A shortterm view is unlikely to solve global societal challenges that call for a long-term perspective and strategy, such as mitigating climate change.
Biodiversity at risk from austerity law
In December 2016, Brazil's government amended its constitution to freeze public spending on biodiversity protection for the next 20 years, along with funding for scientific research, education and health care. As conservation scientists in Brazil, we believe that the country's remarkable biodiversity is an important natural heritage that should be at the top, not the bottom, of the government's spending priorities -especially in light of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets (go.nature.com/2jrsstb).
Called PEC 55 (see Nature 539, 480; 2016), the law will limit expenditure by the main environmental agencies, such as the Brazilian Institute of Environment and Renewable Natural Resources and the Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity Conservation. No more staff can be recruited to perform inspections and enforce regulations. This means that land exploitation, wildlife trafficking and biopiracy will increase markedly over the next 20 years.
PEC 55 cannot be reversed or modified to incorporate exclusions, despite the public outcry (more than half a million people signed a petition before the law was passed; see go.nature.com/2lnk66r). However, changes relating to expenditure may be considered ten years after the amendment was enacted. This may be too late for the country's biota, given Brazil's already poor record of environmental protection. 
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